
���������	�
�����	�����	����
	����������������������������������
������������������������������ !"�#$%$�& '$!%($�)�* !$�! +,-�./01234564�789:;<=:;62>:�?56@ABC:36D�BE>F3F3F84G542GH�I56@� JKLM�NOPMQOR�SKQTUVKL�WUMXYKRZMK[�JQO[\VMLSO\QVKWKRRJQOV\QK]KPM�̂K_ZQM]KPMàbcbdbaaedffabgàgb̀bhàgbcgb̀bd�hij̀�JkNKPMQZR�lU]KmRR�noS�VO\PMUKLpZVURUMUKLq�kZUPMKPZPVKqYK_ZUQ�r�s\UR[UPtu_KQZMUOPL�v�NOPL\RMUPt�ruMXKQ�SKQTUVKLwKPKQZRlZQZ�xORyy
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth

34474 618541 Print Legal Ad-IPL02075840 - IPL0207584 $155.21 1 18 L

SOURCEWELL
PO BOX 219
STAPLES, MN 56479

Attention: Julie Riebe

carol.jackson@sourcewell-mn.gov

State of South Carolina

County of Richland

I, Tara Pennington, makes oath that the
advertisment, was published in The State, a
newspaper published in the City of Columbia,
State and County aforesaid, in the issue(s) of

1 insertion(s) published on:

12/11/24

Tara Pennington

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 11th day
of December in the year of 2024

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

Errors- the liability of the publisher on account of errors in or
omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed the
amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in
error, and then only for the first incorrect insertion.”

Extra charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroy!
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Garage Sales
NOTICE OF APPLICATION

Notice is hereby given that MAP 5 MB, LLC
D/B/A Sergio’s Pizza intends to apply to the
South Carolina Department of Revenue for
a license and/or permit that will allow the
sale and On premises consumption of Beer
and Wine at 108 Strafford Dr. Bldg G and
H Myrtle Beach SC 29579. To object to the
issuance of this license and/or permit, you
must submit Form ABL-20, postmarked no
later than December 19, 2024.
Mail protests to:
SCDOR, ABL Section,
PO Box 125,
Columbia, SC, 29214-0907
or email to ABL@dor.sc.gov
IPL0205952
Nov 27,Dec 4,11 2024

Are Your Steps Safe?
John’s Artistic Iron Works

Exterior Railings, Gates, Mailboxes,
Window Guards.

Free estimates, senior discounts!
Showroom by appointment.

803-957-6040/803-513-1653

Notice of Public Sale

Property of the following tenants will be sold to satisfy rental liens ONLINE in accordance
with Title 39, Chapter 20, Section 10 through 50 of the South Carolina Lien Statutes. The
undersigned will sell at public sale by competitive bidding starting on December 13th,2024
at 1PM EST on WWW.LOCKERFOX.COM with pictures attached. The Auction will end on or
after December 27th,2024 at 1PM. Said property is stored at Storage Rentals of America 1455
Pamplico Hwy, Florence SC,29505
Unit # Tenant Name Items
0016 Shykeara Williams Household items, clothing, furniture, etc.
0027 Georgia Porter Household items, clothing, furniture, etc.
0031 Alexus Irene Womack Household items, clothing, furniture, etc.
0157 Francine McKnight Isom Household items, clothing, furniture, etc.
0162 Marlon Alando Clarke Household items, clothing, furniture, etc.
0220 Alicia McKenzie Household items, clothing, furniture, rtc.

Purchases must be paid for at the time of purchase by cash only. All purchased items are sold
as is, where is, and must be removed at the time of sale. Sale is subject to cancellation in the
event of settlement between owner and obligated party.
IPL0206659
Dec 4,11 2024

Havanese AKC puppies, all colors,
shots n wormed, very checked, sweet,
803-357-9538

Poodle Puppies CKC registered liters,
reds, blacks and merges, parties.
ph#: 803-357-9538

Yorkies Puppies. CKC registered, tra-
dional colors, males n females, shots
and wormed. Ready to go home...
ph:803-357-9538

Schnauzer Puppies, CKC registered,
blacks, whites, chocolate, parti.
Shots n wormed. Ready to go home...
ph:803-357-9538

Yorkies Biewers yorkie puppies, CH
pedigree, males n females, colors:
TRI, Biro ( CHOCOLATE), Mereles),
$1600 + 803-357-9538

2 Male Mini Golden Doodles
Mom on site, @9.5#s, 1st shots &
microchipped. Dec 10th. Chapin,SC
$1200. Text for pics 814-881-3118

Summons and Complaint Order of Publication on Deaunte Allen a/k/a Deonta Allen
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA COUNTY OF RICHLAND MARY STALEY, Plaintiff, vs. DEAUNTE D. ALLEN, Defendant. COURT OF COMMON
PLEAS FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT Case No.: 2024 -CP -40 - _____________ SUMMONS TO: THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT: YOU
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to Answer the Complaint in this action, a copy of which is hereby served upon you, and to serve a
copy of your Answer to the said Complaint upon the Plaintiff through his attorneys, Benjamin W. Akery, Esquire and Daniel Martin III, Esquire
at their office at P.O. Box 1028, Goose Creek, South Carolina 29445, within thirty (30) days after the service hereof, exclusive of the day of
such service; and if you fail to Answer the Complaint within the time aforesaid, judgment by default will be rendered against you for the relief
demanded in the Complaint. DATED at Goose Creek, South Carolina, this 26th day of August 2024. THE STEINBERG LAW FIRM, L.L.P P.O. Box
1028 Goose Creek, South Carolina 29445 (843) 572-0700 - office (843) 572-1871- facsimile By: s/Benjamin W. Akery Benjamin W. Akery, Esq.
Daniel E. Martin, Esq. Attorneys for the Plaintiff
IPL0206767
Dec 4,11,18 2024

NO CREDIT CHECK/LEASE! fur-
nished studio’s & 2 bdrm unit. STAY
WHERE YOU ARE APPRECIATED!
Full size kitchens. ALL utilities includ-
ing premium cable & WIFI. Rewards
Program. Call now: 803-500-3966

Auctions

Animals
Dogs

Real Estate
For Rent

Service Directory
Home & Business Improvement

Junk/Trash/Debris Removal

THESTATE.COM

LOOKING
FOR
THAT
PERFECT
NEW
JOB?

Let Classifieds Help

classifieds.thestate.com

SELL
YOURSTUFF

FAST!
803.771.6161

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA COUN-
TY OF RICHLAND IN THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS CASE NO.: 2024-

CP-40-06073 Kiyomia Ramirez
and Eduardo Ramirez, Plaintiffs v.

Demetrius Dawson, Defendant.
TO THE DEFENDANT ABOVE NAMED: YOU
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required
to answer the Complaint in this action, a
copy of which is herewith served upon
you, and to serve a copy of your Answer to
this Complaint upon the subscriber at 759
Richland Ave W, Aiken, SC 29801 within
thirty (30) days after service hereof, exclu-
sive of the day of such service. If you fail
to answer the Complaint, Judgment by De-
fault will be rendered against you for the
relief demanded in the Complaint. NOTICE
OF FILING TO: THE DEFENDANT NAMED
HEREIN: YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the original Summons and Complaint
(Case No.: 2024CP4006073) were filed 10
October 2024, in the Court of Common Pleas
for the County of Richland, State of South
Carolina at the Richland County Courthouse,
1701 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 by
Braithwaite McMillian Grimes, LLC, Taylor S.
Braithwaite (SC Bar #80118), Attorney for the
Plaintiffs, 759 Richland Ave W, Aiken, South
Carolina, Telephone: (803) 220-0000 Fac-
simile: (803) 702-1533
IPL0206855
Dec 4,11,18 2024

THESTATE.COM

CLOSET
GETTING
TOO FULL?

Let Classifieds Help
THESTATE.COM

NEED
TO FIND
NEW
HELP
FAST?

Let Classifieds Help

$$ Fast cash for junk cars $$
No titles needed! 7 days a week
Call or text 18032094379
Call today! Get paid today!

Town Square Painting Free Quotes
Residential , Commercial
Call Or Tex Brian 630-809-9012

Painting

Request for Proposals
The City of Tucson, AZ is requesting proposals from qualified and experienced firms to pro-
vide Water Treatment Chemicals Polymers Misc.) RFP No. 250048. In order to be considered,
the Offeror must complete and submit a proposal to the City of Tucson in accordance with the
solicitation documentation available at
http://www.tucsonprocurement.com or from the Procurement Services office.
VIRTUAL PRE-PROPOSAL
CONFERENCE: Monday, December 16, 2024, 10:00 AM local AZ time.
PROPOSAL DUE DATE:
January 24, 2025, BEFORE 2:00 PM local AZ time.
CONTACT: Patricia Lucas, Senior Contract Officer,
Patricia.Lucas@tucsonaz.gov.
IPL0207427
Dec 11 2024

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE FAMILY COURT
COUNTY OF SUMTER

THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

KEITH A. MCDONALD
PLAINTIFF

HEARING NOTICE

VS
FILE NO:2024-DR-43-087

CRYSTAL S. MCDONALD
DEFENDANT

A Hearing has been set in the above
matter for the 8th day of January, 2025 at
10:00 o’clock A.M.

You are hereby notified to be present
in the chambers of the Family Court of the
THIRD Judicial Circuit, located at 215 North
Harvin Street at the aforesaid time.

TYPE: FINAL HEARING
TIME ALLOTED: 30 MINUTES
IPL0207567
Dec 11,18,25 2024

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local
government unit and service cooperative,
is requesting proposals for Pest Control
Services with Related Products to result in
a contracting solution for use by its Partic-
ipating Entities. Sourcewell Participating
Entities include thousands of governmental,
higher education, K-12 education, nonprofit,
tribal government, and other public agencies
located in the United States and Canada. A
full copy of the Request for Proposals can be
found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal
[https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov]. Only
proposals submitted through the Source-
well Procurement Portal will be considered.
Proposals are due no later than January 28,
2025, at 4:30 p.m. Central Time, and late pro-
posals will not be considered.
IPL0207584
Dec 11 2024

West/Cola.3bd&1.5
bath(803)609-3661.
$1250 monthly rent.

West columbia house for rent

Richland County Council
Boards, Commissions, and

Committees Vacancies
Richland County Council will accept
applications through January 10,
2025, at 5:00 PM for Service on the
following Boards, Commissions, or
Committees:

1. Accommodations Tax Committee – Four
(4) Vacancies (TWO applicants must have
a background in the lodging industry, ONE
applicant must have a background in the
hospitality industry, and ONE applicant must
have a cultural background)

2. Airport Commission – One (1) Vacancy
(The applicant must reside in the Rosewood,
Shandon, or Hollywood-Rose Wale neigh-
borhoods)

3. Board of Assessment Appeals Board –
Two (2) Vacancies

4. Building Codes Board of Appeals – Seven
(7) Vacancies (ONE applicant must be from
the Architecture Industry, ONE applicant
must be from the Gas Industry, ONE appli-
cant must be from the Contracting Industry,
ONE applicant must be from the Plumbing
Industry, ONE applicant must be from the
Electrical Industry, and TWO applicants
must be from Fire Industry as alternates)

5. Employee Grievance Committee – Two
(2) Vacancies (Applicants must be Richland
County Government employees; applicants
will serve as alternates)

6. Hospitality Tax Committee – Five (5) Va-
cancies (TWO applicants must be from the
Restaurant Industry)

7. Midlands Regional Convention Center Au-
thority – Two (2) Vacancies

8. Procurement Review Panel – Five (5) Va-
cancies (ONE applicant must represent the
Construction Industry, ONE applicant must
represent the Professional Services Industry,
ONE applicant must represent the Service
Industry, ONE applicant must represent the
Public Procurement Industry, and ONE appli-
cant must represent the Consumer Industry)

9. River Alliance – One (1) Vacancy

The Rules and Appointments committee
will tentatively start the interview process in
February 2025, with recommendations for
appointments following thereafter.

Please visit www.richlandcountysc.gov to
submit an online application for the board,
commission, or committee you are interest-
ed in serving on. Please note the dates and
times that particular board, commission, or
committee meets to ensure your availability
to attend those meetings before submitting
your application. Once you have submitted
the application and resume, the Clerk of
Council’s Office will contact you to schedule
a brief interview with the Rules and Appoint-
ments Committee. Interviews take place on
Tuesday afternoons.

You are strongly encouraged to speak
with your Council District Represen-
tative and to visit www.richlandcountysc.
gov to learn more about the board, com-
mission, or committee you are interested
in serving on before applying. If you need
additional information, please contact the
Richland County Clerk to Council Office at
(803) 576-2060 or by e-mail at rccoco@
richlandcountysc.gov.
IPL0207810
Dec 11 2024

BIG Book Sale!
12/12 4-7:30, 12/13 10-4:30, 12/14
10-2:30, 900 FR Huff Dr., St. Matthews

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:

The following self-storage Cube
contents containing household and
other goods will be sold for cash by
CubeSmart 208 Jamil Rd, Columbia,

South Carolina 29210 to satisfy a
lien on 12/27/2024, at approximate-

ly 10:00 AM. at www.storagetrea-
sures.com

Cube # 0B40 Brian Pike
IPL0206592
Dec 9,11,18 2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING WITH
RESPECT TO PROPOSED BOND

FINANCING
TO BE ISSUED BY THE PUBLIC

FINANCE AUTHORITY
(WISCONSIN)

Notice is hereby given that on December
17, 2024, a public hearing will be held as
required by Section 147(f) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 with respect to the
proposed plan of finance providing for the is-
suance of HEALTHCARE REVENUE BONDS
(Foothills Community Health Care) in one or
more series, tax-exempt and taxable (col-
lectively, “Bonds”) by the PUBLIC FINANCE
AUTHORITY (WISCONSIN) (“Authority”)
in an amount not to exceed $2,400,000 of
tax-exempt bonds. The Bonds will be issued
for the purpose of providing funds to make
a loan to FOOTHILLS COMMUNITY HEALTH
CARE INC., a South Carolina not-for-profit
corporation, or one of its affiliated or related
entities (collectively, “Borrower”), to finance
or refinance a portion of the costs of the
acquisition, construction, improvement, and
equipping of an approximately 30,000 ag-
gregate square foot, healthcare facility with
related equipment (“Project”) to be located at
302 PEARMAN DAIRY ROAD, UNIT C1 AND
UNIT C2, ANDERSON, ANDERSON COUNTY,
SOUTH CAROLINA 29625. The Project is lo-
cated in Anderson County, South Carolina.

The hearing will commence at 11:00 A.m.,
December 17, 2024, or as soon thereafter as
practicable, and will be held in the Anderson
Sports & Entertainment Center, 3027 Martin
Luther King Jr. Blvd., Anderson, Anderson
County, South Carolina, 29625. Interested
persons wishing to express their views on
either the issuance of the Bonds or the Proj-
ect will be given an opportunity to do so at
the public hearing, or may, prior to the time
of the hearing, submit written comments to
Clerk to County Council, 101 South Main
Street, Anderson, South Carolina 29624.
Written submissions should be provided in
sufficient time to be received before Decem-
ber 16, 2024.

Subject to any generally applicable, in-per-
son meeting protocols, which are posted at
the public hearing location, the public is in-
vited to attend this public hearing to become
informed about the Bonds and the Project.

As the host site for the public hearing loca-
tion, the Anderson Sports & Entertainment
Center is committed to providing all per-
sons with equal access to its services and
programs. For reasonable accommodation,
please contact Renee D. Watts, Clerk to
Cunty Council at (864) 260-1036 or rd-
watts@andersoncountysc.org.

Dated: December 6, 2024
IPL0207753
Dec 11 2024

Legals

As Bashar Al-Assad fled
to Moscow, the looters
started raiding the presi-
dential palace and people
took to the streets of Da-
mascus to celebrate his
demise. The Syrian presi-
dent had tried to hang on
until the bitter end, still
desperately sending an
SOS to anyone who would
listen, including Donald
Trump. The despot had
run out of road.
The world is still grasp-

ing the speed of events in
recent days, and the col-
lapse of a ruling dynasty
that laid waste to the
country during a cata-
strophic civil war. But the
implications are also
quickly sinking in - and not
least the prospect of more
upheaval and violence as
groups tussle for control.
Assad had managed to

endure the popular upris-
ing against him for more
than 13 years. But the
message from his one-
time allies and foes was
clear: You’re on your own.
Russia, which had saved
his skin back in 2015, only
offered him sanctuary this
time. Iran turned its back
on him by saying in not so
many words that he had
brought it all on himself.
Multiple Arab and U.S.

officials told Bloomberg
that a power vacuum could
now be dangerous. Memo-
ries of Muammar Qadda-
fi’s Libya and Saddam
Hussein in Iraq loom large
in the region: In both
countries, those en-
trenched rulers were
swept aside in brief mo-
ments of euphoria, only
for the countries to des-
cend into deeper turmoil.
“Chaos is expected in

transitions and so is fac-
tional — even bloody —
competition,” said Bader
Al-Saif, an assistant pro-
fessor at Kuwait University
and an associate fellow at
Chatham House. “Syria
has not been its normal
self for over a decade now,
divided into enclaves and
spheres of influence on top
of socioeconomic and
political decay.”
The onset of Syria’s

conflict in 2011 displaced
millions of people, spark-
ing a migrant crisis that
still reverberates in Euro-
pean politics today. Its
Middle East neighbors,
meanwhile, are already
grappling with the fallout
from Israel’s war against
Hamas in Gaza and fight-
ing with Hezbollah in
Lebanon.
Russia has military

bases in Syria and will
seek to protect its inter-
ests. But the Kremlin is
occupied by its war in
Ukraine. Iran, which has
traded direct attacks with
Israel in recent months, is
also weakened. Arab offi-
cials, though, don’t expect
the Islamic Republic to
give up its influence in
Syria without a fight.
The pace of the events

that unseated Assad after
more than 50 years of his
family in power was stun-
ning. A little over a week
ago, his survival seemed
almost a foregone conclu-
sion. Then insurgents led
by the Islamist group
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
captured the crucial cities
of Aleppo and Hama,
before closing in on Homs
and Damascus, the capital.
On Sunday morning,

rebels seized control of the
television station and
hailed the “fall of the
criminal Assad regime.”
Assad decided to step
down and left the country,
Russia’s foreign ministry
later said.
The rebel advance un-

wound a stalemate in
Syria, which had seen
Assad’s forces backed by
Moscow and Tehran claw
back control of most of the
country, with the excep-
tion of a rebel stronghold
in the northwest and a
Kurdish stronghold in the
northeast.

It unleashed a political
situation in which much
remains uncertain – not
least the nature of the new
government forming in
Damascus. It’s also un-
clear whether that lead-
ership will be able to gov-
ern the war-torn country at
all.
The mood reflected

those concerns on Sunday
night as a curfew was
imposed and several build-
ings housing security
agencies and the passport
and immigration authority
were consumed by flames,
with locals speculating
about Israeli strikes.
“The fear today is that

all the factions are united
against one enemy but
they will eventually be
consumed by infighting,”
said Bahjat Hajjar, co-
founder of an NGO called
Madaniya who fled Da-
mascus shortly after 2011
due to his opposition to
the Assads.
Speaking at a confer-

ence in Bahrain on Sunday
Anwar Gargash, adviser to
United Arab Emirates
President Sheikh Mo-
hammed Bin Zayed,
warned of threats to Sy-
ria’s territorial integrity,
an ongoing “spiral of
chaos and violence” in the
Arab world, and the pros-
pect of “extremism and
terrorism.” Saudi Arabia,
which is involved in efforts
to shape the transition
period in Syria, issued a
statement on Sunday
warning against “chaos

and division.”
U.S. President-elect

Trump, meanwhile, made
one thing clear: America
won’t intervene to stop
that from happening. In a
post on social media plat-
form X on Saturday,
Trump wrote, “Syria is a
mess, but is not our
friend.”
The U.S. designates the

rebel group HTS, which
formed an alliance with
al-Qaeda more than a
decade ago, a terrorist
organization. HTS has
since sought to project
itself as a force for unity,
but many U.S. and Middle
Eastern officials are
doubtful.
“The guys who are tak-

ing over are terrorists, but
they’re sending some
interesting messaging,”
said Jason Greenblatt, a
former Middle East envoy
in Trump’s first adminis-
tration. “If they realize
Trump means business
and is not going to tolerate
that and is hopefully going
to galvanize the region to
fight against terrorism,
they ought to figure out a
way to comply.”
Still, the risks and op-

portunities presented by
an unstable Syria have
drawn in myriad foreign
powers since 2011 and
look likely to continue to
do so.
More than a decade of

conflict has left between
300,000 to 500,000
people dead, decimated
cities and pushed much of

its population into poverty.
The World Bank has esti-
mated that Syria’s econo-
my shrank by more than a
half by 2020 from its pre-
war level of around $60
billion.
Syria’s human devel-

opment index rolled back
35 years because of falter-
ing education and health
services. The economy
tanked. There were re-
ports of looting following
the declaration that As-
sad’s government had
fallen.
Turkey is likely to seek

to capitalize on opportuni-
ties created by Assad’s fall
after 24 years to repatriate
the millions of Syrian
refugees living in Turkey.
To that end, Ankara has
urged a peaceful transition
of power.
“We’ve been working

for the stability of Syria for
a long time - we are fam-
iliar with the actors,”
Turkish foreign minister
Hakan Fidan told media at
a forum in Doha on Sun-
day. “We have to work
together with Syrian peo-
ple, not only Turkey but
also regional actors, the
international actors, to
make sure that there is a
good and smooth transi-
tion period.”
In another development,

Israel said its ground
forces crossed slightly into
Syrian territory. Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu said that was a nec-
essary, temporary move
after Syrian troops aban-
doned positions on their
side of a buffer zone be-
tween the two countries.
An Israeli minister said

the aim is to make sure

there are no strategic
weapons in the area that
can be used against Israel,
which also said it had
struck chemical weapons
and missile storage sites in
Syria.
That’s as Iran finds itself

on the defensive. The
same goes for Russia,
which is now needed to
preserve some stability
without Assad, according
to Elena Suponina, a Mos-
cow-based Middle East
expert.
“Syrian euphoria could

help engender the kind of
unity we need to see,” said
Charles Lister, senior
fellow and director of the
Syria Program at the Mid-
dle East Institute. “But
after 14 years of ferocious
conflict and division, the
hill ahead is steep.”

Assad’s fall creates power
vacuum in Middle East
BY PETER MARTIN,
HENRY MEYER AND FIONA
MACDONALD, SAM DAGHER
Bloomberg News

OMAR HAJ KADOUR AFP/Getty Images/TNS

An anti-government fighter waves an Islamic flag from atop a tank in Damascus on
Monday. Syrians flocked to the main square of the capital city Damascus to mark what
many regard as a long-awaited new dawn after the fall of president Bashar al-Assad.
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E&I Cooperative Services, Inc. invites 
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RFP# EI00357~2024RFP for Financial Consulting & Advisory Services
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E&I does not accept hard copy submissions 

or submissions through any other medium 

other than its Electronic Sourcing Solution.

E&I is committed to developing mutually advantageous 

business relationships with minority, women, disabled, 

veteran, and service-disabled veteran-owned businesses.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070   www.russelljohns.com/usat

MARKETPLACE TODAY
To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

All classifi ed ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. USA Today reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad 
at any time. Errors must be reported in the fi rst day of publication. USA Today shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICES

On November 29, 2024, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced 

proposed revisions to critical habitat for the threatened contiguous U.S. 

distinct population segment of the Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis) under 

the Endangered Species Act, opening a 60-day public comment period. 

The proposed critical habitat revision updates the 2014 designation to 

better align with current science on lynx habitat in the Western United 

States only. The revision reduces critical habitat in areas where lynx are 

unlikely to thrive and includes new areas more suitable for sustaining 

the species, balancing habitat protection with other land-use priorities. 

In total, approximately 19,112 square miles in Colorado, Idaho, Montana, 

New Mexico, Washington, and Wyoming fall within the boundaries of  

the proposed revisions to critical habitat. We are not proposing any 

revisions to critical habitat in Maine and Minnesota. The Canada lynx  

is a medium-sized cat with long legs and large, well-furred paws, which 

make it well-adapted for traversing and hunting in deep, powdery snow. 

The Canada lynx is most strongly associated with boreal forest  

habitat that contains snowshoe hares, the lynx’s primary prey. 

The proposed rule can be found at: https://www.regulations.gov 

under Docket# FWS–R6–ES–2024–0142. The 60-day comment 

period ends on January 28, 2025, and comments on 

the proposed rule can be made online via the link above.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and service 

cooperative, is requesting proposals for Pest Control Services with 

Related Products to result in a contracting solution for use by its 

Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands of governmental, 

higher education, K-12 education, nonprofit, tribal government, and 

other public agencies located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be 

found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal 

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov.

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell 

Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than January 28, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. 

Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.
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Michigan defensive tackle Mason
Graham is o� to the NFL.

According to ESPN’s NFL insider
Adam Schefter on Tuesday, the Wolver-
ines star defensive player has declared
for April’s NFL draft and hired Drew Ro-
senhaus and Ryan Matha as his agents.

There is no mention by Schefter or in
ESPN’s article on whether Graham will
play in Michigan’s ReliaQuest Bowl
against Alabama.

The 6-foot-3, 320-pound defensive
tackle is having his best season at Mich-
igan this year, �nishing the regular sea-
son with 45 tackles and 3.5 sacks for a
loss of 26 yards.

Graham earned All-Big Ten �rst team
by both the coaches and media this sea-
son. He was named a second-team All-
American last season after �nishing
with 35 total tackles (7 1⁄2 for a loss),
three sacks, one forced fumble, one
fumble recovery and a pass de�ection. 

In Michigan’s historic upset over
Ohio State in Week 14, Graham recorded

a career-high seven tackles. The Wol-
verines defensive tackle is ranked as the
No. 5 prospect in this year’s NFL draft
class according to ESPN’s Mel Kiper Jr.,
and the No. 1 defensive tackle.

“I love Graham’s technique. His le-
verage gives him an advantage at the
point of attack, and interior o�ensive
linemen struggle with his power and
quickness,” Kiper wrote. “Graham has
strong and active hands, and he has
proved e�ective against the run and
pass from inside.” 

Graham is projected to go No. 9 over-

all to the Cincinnati Bengals in USA
TODAY’s latest NFL mock draft.

Graham’s stats at Michigan: 
h 2022: 27 total tackles, 2.5 tackles

for a loss of 20 yards, 2.5 sacks for a loss
of 20 yards and a pass de�ection.

h 2023: 35 total tackles, 7.5 tackles
for a loss of 44 yards, three sacks for a
loss of 19 yards, one pass de�ection, one
forced fumble and a fumble recovery.

h 2024: 45 total tackles, seven tack-
les for a loss of 34 yards, 3.5 sacks for a
loss of 26 yards, one pass de�ection and
a block.

Mason Graham reportedly declares for NFL draft
John Leuzzi

USA TODAY NETWORK

Most years within the four-team play-
o� era, if o�ered the chance to pick one
team to win the national championship
or accept the other three, I’d take my top
pick and give you the �eld. The 12-team
playo�, coupled with this season’s lack of
a juggernaut, alters that logic.

No. 1 Oregon, as the nation’s only un-
defeated team, enjoys favorite status, but
barely. The Ducks’ challenging bracket
placement might require them to tackle
No. 8 Ohio State and No. 5 Texas just to
reach the national championship game.

“It’s not supposed to be easy,” Oregon
coach Dan Lanning said on ESPN after
the Ducks learned their draw.

Not in this format, anyway.
How I’d rank the 12 teams in the brack-

et, in order of lowest chance to win the
national championship to best chance. 

Note: This is not a pure power ranking
of teams. Rather, it takes into account
how strong each team is, combined with
its bracket placement and path toward a
championship.

12. SMU (No. 11 seed)

The Mustangs join Indiana and Texas
as the only teams in the playo� that own
no victories against teams currently
ranked in the playo� top 25. Rhett Lash-
lee’s quarterback change in September to
Kevin Jennings triggered an SMU rise re-
sulting in a surprise playo� bid, but �rst-
round opponent Penn State poses a sti�-
er test than any the Mustangs faced
within a favorable ACC schedule.

11. Clemson (No. 12 seed)

Credit Dabo Swinney’s squad for rally-
ing into the playo� after su�ering a blow-
out defeat in a season opener against
Georgia, but consider that game a har-
binger of what awaits in the playo�.
Clemson will encounter tough sledding
at �rst-round opponent Texas. Even if
the Tigers spring an early upset, they’re
on Oregon’s side of the bracket.

10. Indiana (No. 10 seed)

Curt Cignetti deserves coach of the
year honors for his �rst-year achieve-
ments at Indiana, taking the Hoosiers
from 3-9 to 11-1. Indiana specialized in
crushing bad and average teams. A neat
parlor trick, and one that requires talent,
but in its lone game against a playo�
quali�er, Indiana �opped at Ohio State.
Playing at Notre Dame in the �rst round is
no easy way to start.

9. Arizona State (No. 4 seed)

The Sun Devils are hot. Their six con-

secutive victories include a Big 12 cham-
pionship rout of Iowa State. Running
back Cam Skattebo emerged as one of the
nation’s most enthralling players, but he
could run into a wall of Texas run defense
in the quarter�nals that may be too di�-
cult for Arizona State to overcome.

8. Boise State (No. 3 seed)

The Broncos didn’t require any charity
to qualify. They’d be in, even if this for-
mat didn’t reserve a spot for the Group of
Five. Their resume exceeds that of at-
large quali�ers like Indiana and SMU.
Ashton Jeanty emerged as appointment
viewing, but can Boise State’s pass at-
tack provide enough balance to beat
teams like Penn State or Georgia in suc-
cessive fashion? That’s a fair question.

7. Tennessee (No. 9 seed)

Tennessee’s defense compares to elite
units at Texas, Ohio State and Notre
Dame. The group carried the Volunteers
to this point, but they face a tough avenue
that begins at Ohio State – Tennessee
struggles on the road – and would con-
tinue against Oregon. Also, quarterback
Nico Iamaleava reached 200 passing
yards against just two SEC opponents.

6. Penn State (No. 6 seed)

Penn State presents as the light-beer
version of 2023 Michigan. That’s not
really a dig – 2023 Wolverines Light
sounds pretty good, actually – but is that
enough to win four playo� games? The
Nittany Lions received a coveted bracket
draw. They would not encounter Oregon
until the national championship game or
Georgia until the semi�nals. But, Penn
State under coach James Franklin has a
history of losing big games, including
losses to Ohio State and Oregon this sea-
son. That’s tough to ignore.

5. Ohio State (No. 8 seed)

The Buckeyes ooze talent, and they
join Oregon and Georgia as the only
teams in this �eld to beat multiple playo�
quali�ers, but their o�ensive line is down

two starters, and the loss to Michigan
contributed to the Buckeyes receiving
an arduous path to the national cham-
pionship. Their route would include
Tennessee, Oregon, possibly Texas in
the semi�nals and someone like Geor-
gia, Notre Dame or Penn State in the na-
tional championship game. That’s aw-
fully rugged.

4. Notre Dame (No. 7 seed)

The Irish �nished the regular season
at peak stride, and they drew the more
favorable side of the bracket. Few oppo-
nents found much success slowing
their ground game or attacking Notre
Dame’s defense. The question centers
on whether Notre Dame’s light schedule
adequately prepared it for the rigors of
needing to win four playo� games
against a caliber of opponent it hasn’t
faced. Maybe, the Irish lurk as the best
team this side of Oregon. Or, maybe,
they’re a byproduct of a forgiving
schedule. They’re the ultimate wild
card.

3. Georgia (No. 2 seed)

Georgia earned a �rst-round bye at
the expense of losing its starting quar-
terback. The more pressing question
surrounds Georgia’s supporting cast,
which doesn’t measure up to Kirby
Smart’s past three teams. Count Geor-
gia out at your own risk, though. No
team owns more wins against playo�
quali�ers.

2. Texas (No. 5 seed)

The Longhorns lack a win against a
playo� quali�er, but so do seven other
teams in this bracket, and the only team
to beat Texas (Georgia, twice) resides
on the far side of the bracket. The Long-
horns defense fuels this engine. Their
o�ensive line handled every opponent
except Georgia. They’ll be a decisive fa-
vorite in their �rst two games, Clemson
and Arizona State. The question: Is
Quinn Ewers a quarterback with whom
Texas can win a national champion-
ship? He’s been �ne, though rarely
spectacular. Texas will need him to per-
form at a higher gear if it runs into an
opponent like Oregon, but the rest of
the pieces are in place.

1. Oregon (No. 1 seed)

Oregon possesses the playo�’s best
quarterback, and it is unencumbered by
glaring weakness. That’s an enviable
combination. Don’t overlook the Ducks’
o�ensive line, either. That unit suits the
Big Ten. The Ducks endured multiple
tough tests and kept coming out on top.
The playo� draw did Oregon few favors.
If the choice is Oregon or the �eld, take
the �eld. If the choice is between Ore-
gon or my pick of another team, give me
Oregon.

In ranking the contenders,
Oregon continues to beat all

Arizona State running back Cam

Skattebo scores a touchdown against

Arizona in the �rst half at Arizona

Stadium. MARK J. REBILAS/IMAGN IMAGES

Blake Toppmeyer

Columnist

USA TODAY NETWORK

Lane Ki�n and Ole Miss have some
extra �lm work to do, as the Rebels
prepare for their Gator Bowl matchup
against Duke.

ESPN’s Pete Thamel reported Mon-
day night that Duke quarterback Maa-
lik Murphy will not play against the
Rebels on Jan. 2 in Jacksonville as he
has entered the NCAA transfer portal. 

Murphy is coming o� his �rst sea-
son at Duke, after joining the Blue Dev-
ils last o�season from Texas.

The 6-foot-5 quarterback led the
Blue Devils to a 9-3 overall record this
season, the most regular-season wins
for Duke since 2014 per ESPN. He won
the starting quarterback job for Manny
Diaz’s squad out of training camp over
sophomore Grayson Loftis and red-
shirt sophomore Henry Belin IV. 

He also had a record-breaking sea-
son statistically himself, throwing for
a program-record 26 touchdowns and
a career-high 2,933 yards. 

Murphy was ranked the No. 6 quar-
terback in the transfer portal last sea-
son according to his 247Sports Com-
posite rankings pro�le.

As for who may start under center
against Ole Miss at the Gator Bowl, Lo-
tis and Belin are expected to compete
for the starting job according to The
Fayetteville Observer’s Rodd Baxley.

As previously reported by the Clari-
on Ledger, Ole Miss quarterback Jax-
son Dart will play in the Gator Bowl
versus Duke. ESPN’s Mel Kiper Jr. has
Dart, who is expected to declare for the
NFL draft, ranked the No. 9 quarter-
back in this year’s draft. 

Ole Miss (9-3 overall, 5-3 South-
eastern Conference) kicks o� against
Duke in the Gator Bowl at 7:30 p.m. ET
on Jan. 2 inside Everbank Stadium in
Jacksonville, Florida.

Duke QB
enters
transfer
portal after
big ’24 year

Maalik Murphy of Duke looks to pass

against Miami in the �rst half at Hard

Rock Stadium on Nov. 2 in Miami

Gardens. CARMEN MANDATO/GETTY IMAGES

John Leuzzi

USA TODAY
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Request for Proposal (RFP) 
E&I Cooperative Services, Inc. invites 

the submission of sealed proposals for:

RFP# EI00357~2024RFP for Financial Consulting & Advisory Services

Proposals are due by 1:00 PM ET on Friday, January 17, 2025.

Respondents must submit their RFP response using E&I’s 

Electronic Sourcing Solution which is accessible via

https://www.eandi.org/contract-finder/rfp-development/.

E&I does not accept hard copy submissions 

or submissions through any other medium 

other than its Electronic Sourcing Solution.

E&I is committed to developing mutually advantageous 

business relationships with minority, women, disabled, 

veteran, and service-disabled veteran-owned businesses.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and service 

cooperative, is requesting proposals for Pest Control Services with 

Related Products to result in a contracting solution for use by its 

Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands of governmental, 

higher education, K-12 education, nonprofit, tribal government, and 

other public agencies located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be 

found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal 

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov.

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell 

Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than January 28, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. 

Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

On December 17, 2024, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced 

a proposal to list the Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee (Bombus 

suckleyi) as an endangered species under the Endangered Species 

Act, opening a 60-day public comment period. The Suckley’s cuckoo 

bumble bee is a parasitic bumble bee with a broad historical 

distribution in North America, including the U.S. states of: Arizona, 

California, Colorado, Idaho, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, 

Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, 

Washington, and Wyoming. The proposed rule and supporting 

materials can be found at: https://www.regulations.gov under 

docket # FWS–R7–ES–2024–0117. The 60-day comment period ends 

on February 18, 2025, and comments on the proposed rule can 

be made online via the rule link. 
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Bronstein & Carmona, P.A. (“B&C”) is notifying individuals of 

a network compromise. B&C secured its systems, engaged 

additional third-party experts, hardened and enhanced its 

data security, and commenced an investigation. 

The third-party digital forensic investigation determined 

that certain personal information was in network locations 

potentially compromised by an unauthorized third-party. 

An    extensive analysis was done to identify and then notify            

individuals whose personal data could have been compromised.  

B&C has no evidence at this time that any personal information 

has been misused as a result of the incident.

       

individuals that include additional information about what 

occurred, elements of personal information that could have 



services, and a toll-free number that individuals can 

call to learn more about the incident. This dedicated 

hotline can be reached at 1-833-833-1579, and is available 

Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM Eastern Time.  
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CARY, N.C. – Vermont men’s soccer
had never been here before.

The Catamounts de�ed the odds,
anyways.

The America East, the Catamounts’
conference, had never been this close
before.

The Catamounts just shrugged at
those odds, too.

Unseeded teams had only won the
NCAA Tournament soccer champion-
ship twice over the past two decades.

And the Catamounts wagered on
themselves.

But the narrative of the 2024 NCAA
champion Vermont men’s soccer team
isn’t about Cinderella runs or underdog
status. We’ve already heard from play-
ers and coaches on what they thought of
those labels in their historic run to the
College Cup.

“I think everyone is looking at Ver-
mont right now and saying, ‘These un-
derdogs, watch out for Vermont.’ But
let’s shorten that up and let’s just call us
dogs,” head coach Rob Dow said after
the penalty shootout win over Denver in
Friday’s semi�nals.

Their story is about a team, a pro-
gram, that set out to do something that,
frankly, seemed ambitious – specula-
tive even – when Dow recruited players
like Zach Barrett with a promise: Chase
and win a national championship.

“That was something that was
unique to hear, for me, and I was de�-
nitely all in on that,” the �fth-year senior
Barrett said earlier this month.

Over �ve years, Vermont built itself
into a national power on the strength of
a culture of belief starting with leaders
like Barrett and Max Murray, chemistry,
will and sel�essness. 

Look no further than Monday’s reg-
ulation hero Marcell Papp, who regis-
tered the equalizer in the 81st minute.
The graduate student from Budapest,
Hungary, had started only nine games
this fall and was a second-half sub Mon-

day in the 69th minute with Vermont
trailing Marshall 1-0.

Papp then connected with David Is-
mail with a �ne, give-and-go and goal
scorer’s �nish to polish o� another sea-
son-saving moment for the tying tally.

“Depth was a huge focus for this
team, but it also takes humility. A guy
like Marcell ... that’s an ultra-team �rst
player,” Dow said.

When Maximilian Kissel scored the
overtime winner to send Vermont to
new heights and a title coronation, it
was also the Catamounts’ 22nd goal in
the 76th minute or later this season.
Vermont scored 48 times total in 2024.

Again, Vermont’s determination
shined through. 

Barrett gained possession in his own
end and �ipped a deep outlet pass to
Kissel, who shrugged o� one Marshall
defender and then danced around the
goalie for an open-net �nish.

“When other people start getting
heavy legs, we just get stronger,” Barrett
said. “That’s a testament to all the hard
work we’ve put in and that’s why we’ve
been able to score so many late goals.”

In their �nal year in Burlington, Bar-
rett, Murray and others purchased meal
cards at the start of the school year.
Maybe they were bad cooks, Dow joked,
but the seniors wanted to bond with the
freshmen and sophomores after prac-
tice at dinner.

“This group … is one of the closest
teams, probably the closest team I’ve
ever been a part of in my life, in any
sport,” Barrett said. “I think it really all
shows on the �eld with our chemistry
and verbal and some nonverbal stu�
that you can’t really teach or coach.”

Vermont soccer was a multifaceted,
high-caliber out�t that could win in
many ways. We watched them score the
most goals of any team in the NCAA

Tournament. We watched them beat a
Marshall team that hadn’t trailed at any
point in this tournament until the gold-
en call. We watched highlight after high-
light over the last three weeks.

But when Kissel’s shot rolled into the
back of the net, one title �t the best.

“They are a national champion at the
University of Vermont and no one is go-
ing to take that away from them,” Dow
said.

School’s NCAA championship
history

Vermont is the second Catamount
team to claim an NCAA title, joining the
ski program (six crowns). 

And the Catamounts are the �rst un-
seeded men’s soccer squad to win the
crown in a non-COVID, full-�eld NCAA
Tournament since 2006. Marshall, in
2020, won it all in a reduced �eld.

ANALYSIS

Vermont men run to NCAA soccer title 
Alex Abrami

Burlington (Vt.) Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

Vermont’s Maximilian Kissel (9) scores in overtime as Marshall goalkeeper Aleksa Janjic defends. BOB DONNAN/IMAGN IMAGES
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 ẀT
oKQ
efp
eceg
qRrcRcc
\s
tISWuv̀ TLOGPQ
nTKHJGQTR
 ẀT
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zQJX\̀bJGN
zYTQGQmR
 {TL\̀bJGN
zYTQGQm
xHHUTLLR
 STT
Z[\
KQH
[xv
HPǸaTQOL
MPU
HTOKGJL
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION           CUSTOMER’S COPY

21495

SOURCEWELL
CAROL JACKSON
PO BOX 219
Staples, MN 56479
Carol.Jackson@sourcewell-mn.gov

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and service co-
operative, is requesting proposals for Pest Control Services with Related 
Products to result in a contracting solution for use by its Participating Enti-
ties. Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands of governmental, 
higher education, K‐12 education, nonprofit, tribal government, and other 
public agencies located in the United States and Canada. A full copy of the 
Request for Proposals can be found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal 
[https://proportal.sourcewell‐mn.gov]. Only proposals submitted through 
the Sourcewell Procurement Portal will be considered. Proposals are due no 
later than January 28, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. Central Time, and late proposals 
will not be considered.
SLT0030625

90 S 400 W STE 600  
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84101-1431

 CUSTOMER NAME AND ADDRESS

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

AS THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE, INC. LEGAL BOOKER, I CERTIFY THAT THE ATTACHED ADVERTISEMENT OF

PUBLISHED ON

DATE SIGNATURE

STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME ON THIS

BY

 ACCOUNT NUMBER

 ACCOUNT NAME  

 ORDER #

SOURCEWELL

SLT0030625

 TELEPHONE
218-894-5481

 CUSTOMER REFERENCE NUMBER

 CAPTION

 TOTAL COST

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota 
local government unit and service cooperative, is requesting pro-
posals for Pest Control Services with Related Products to result in a 
contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities.

$51.80

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Pest Control 
Services with Related Products to result in a contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities. FOR SOURCEWELL WAS PUBLISHED BY THE 
SALT LAKE TRIBUNE, INC., WEEKLY NEWSPAPER PRINTED IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE WITH GENERAL CIRCULATION IN UTAH, AND 
PUBLISHED IN SALT LAKE CITY, SALT LAKE COUNTY IN THE STATE OF UTAH. NOTICE IS ALSO POSTED ON UTAHLEGALS.COM ON 
THE SAME DAY AS THE FIRST NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION DATE AND REMAINS ON UTAHLEGALS.COM INDEFINITELY. COMPLIES WITH 
UTAH DIGITAL SIGNATURE ACT UTAH CODE 46-2-101; 46-3-104.

12/11/2024

12/13/2024

SALT LAKE

Doug Ryle

13th DAY OF DECEMBER IN THE YEAR 2024

NOTARY PUBLIC SIGNATURE
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